University of California, Berkeley

Department of Earth and Planetary Science

The CHARLES H. RAMSDEN ENDOWED FUND

STUDENT PROPOSALS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

BACKGROUND:

A generous bequest from Mr. Charles H. Ramsden, an alumnus of the Department, has made it possible to provide financial support to undergraduate students who are declared majors in the Department of Earth and Planetary Science.  By the terms of Mr. Ramsden’s will, “recipients of awards from the Charles H. Ramsden Endowed Fund shall have expressed an interest in preparing for careers in the geosciences, shall be in good academic standing, and shall be native born citizens of the United States of America.  Preference shall be given to those students demonstrating financial need.” Thus it is not possible to provide this kind of support to non-citizens or naturalized citizens.

ELIGIBILITY:

· Declared undergraduate major in the Department of Earth and Planetary Science 

· In good academic standing

· Native born citizens of the USA

SUBMISSION  

Proposals for support may be submitted any time and will be reviewed by the Ramsden Committee, generally within one month. A final decision will be made by the Chair.  

WHEN THE MONEY WILL BE AVAILABLE:

· Students not on financial aid:  funds will be available approximately 6 weeks after the final decision by the Chair.

· Awarding money during the academic year to students currently on financial aid may result in a decrease in your current aid.  Therefore, to avoid jeopardizing your current aid package, the Ramsden money will be distributed shortly after the end of the spring semester.

******************************************************************************************

Application on reverse.

2005 APPLICATION FOR UNDERGRADUATE SUPPORT

from

The CHARLES H. RAMSDEN ENDOWED FUND

Name  ______________________________________         SID ____________________

I currently receive financial aid:   
Yes
______        
No   
______

My Berkeley GPA  is: 
major
______
overall  ______ 

Transfer students:  GPA from previous college: 
______

Please check the type(s) of support for which you are applying, and provide any extra information requested, on separate pages.

 __ (1)
Research Fellowships:  For undergraduates to work within research groups under the supervision of a faculty member or group of faculty.  


Funds may cover real costs of travel to attend professional meetings, registration fees, field and/or laboratory expenses, data acquisition, software, and publications.  A two-page proposal, prepared in consultation with a faculty member, is required with the application, and a final report is required at the end.  Proposals must be accompanied by an up-to-date  transcript as well as a letter from the supporting faculty member. If you are thinking about this but do not yet have a definite project, you can consult with a faculty member and apply next year.  (Grants may be up to $2,000.)

__ (2)
Ramsden Grants:  For students with financial need.  

Students requesting these grants should explain their financial situation in a one-page letter, especially the weekly hours they have worked and are working, and their situation with regard to student loans. If you are on financial aid, these grants will be made for Summer 2006, and the Financial Aid office informs us that they will not reduce your academic-year financial aid, but would reduce other summer financial aid you may be receiving.  You may want to discuss this with Catherine Pauling.  (Grants may be up to $2,000.)

__ (3)
Summer-camp Grants:  Provides funding to defer the fees of attending summer field camp this summer.  (Grants may be up to $2,500.)

__ (4)
Outreach Fellowship:  For one or more undergraduates to encourage academic outreach and recruitment of students interested in pursuing careers in geology, geophysics, or earth science by visiting high schools, junior colleges, etc., and for maintaining an EPS booth at career day, registration and other events, etc.  Applicants for this form of support should include a one-page statement explaining their interest in these activities.  Please see Catherine Pauling for ideas on outreach approaches.  In addition, one or more Ramsden Fellowships for Exceptional Performance may be awarded to outstanding majors in the Department of Earth and Planetary  Science.  No application is needed.

